Blue Bell Woods Day Nursery Newsletter
December 2015: What are we learning at Blue Bell Woods?
Maths fun!
We have been busy learning about numbers, shape, space and measure through a variety of play
experiences. We have been counting and matching Christmas pictures, making patterns with peg
boards, matching colours and sizes of the compare bears, making arrangements with construction
resources and joining in with number songs and rhymes!

Links to the EYFS:- Mathematics: 30-50 months:
Shows an interest in shape and space by playing with shapes or making arrangements with objects.
Shows awareness of similarities of shapes in the environment.
Uses positional language.
Shows interest in shape by sustained construction activity or by talking about shapes or arrangements.
Beginning to talk about the shapes of everyday objects, e.g. ‘round’ and ‘tall’.
Uses some number names and number language spontaneously.
Uses some number names accurately in play.
Recites numbers in order to 10.
News of the World!
Some of the children were extremely interested in the launch of the Soyez
Rocket to the International Space Station this month. We talked about space,
the moon, astronauts and counted down as the rocket blasted off!

Links to the EYFS:- Understanding the world: 30-50 months:
Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals,
natural and found objects.
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Hakuna Matata! A Vist from African Ark
On Thursday 17th December, the children enjoyed a visit from the company “African Ark”; they
experienced an afternoon of native African fun and learning!
Activities included painting on cloth using traditional stencils made out of metal and stick, learning
some African words, trying on some African costumes and taking part in traditional dance.

Links to the EYFS:- Understanding the world: 30-50 months:

Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life. Knows some of the things that make them
unique, and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to
friends or family, Early Learning Goal: They know about similarities and differences between
themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.
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Celebrations!
The children enjoyed dancing, singing, party games and some delicious treats during our Christmas
parties!

Musical Statues!

Dancing to Christmas music!

Fundraising for the Orphanage in Haiti
The children and staff wore Christmas outfits on 18th December. Thank you for all the contributions
to our chosen charity “Friends of Messef”.
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Dates
Nursery closes at 4.30pm
on Thursday 24th
December.
We reopen at 7.45am on
Monday 4th January
2016

Happy Birthday!
The following children are celebrating birthdays in December…

James (1)

Lawson (1)

Maximus (2)

Arjun (3)

Everleigh (3)

All About Me!
We like to make a Family Book for each
child, so we would be very grateful if you
could supply us with photographs of
special people in your child’s life, their
favourite toy/ comforter, any special
cultural/ family events they have attended,
any pets, a photo of their house etc.

Families are welcome to join us for an informal
festive gathering with Christmas songs and
refreshments. Please let us know when you would
like to attend.

You are welcome to email the
photographs to
bluebellwoodsdaynursery@gmail.com, or
to bring in paper copies. Please write a
brief description about each photo so we
can personalise your child’s Family Book.
If you have already sent in photographs,
please disregard this message.

Staff News:
Linda Weaver~ Nursery Nurse
Qualifications: Level 3 Diploma in Early Years Care and Education, Level 4
Higher Level Teaching Assistant, Level 2 Forest School Assistant
We are delighted to welcome Linda to work with our Over 2s.
Linda has many years experience working in childcare; she holds a Forest
School qualifications and we are excited to add her expertise to our team.
Congratulations Karen!
Karen Blackwell has been offered a promotion at the school from which she joined us in
September. We are very sorry that she is leaving us and would like to thank her for her
contribution to the nursery. We wish her every success in the future.
Nerys and all the staff and Blue Bell Woods wish you a very Merry Christmas!

