Blue Bell Woods Day Nursery Newsletter
November 2015: What are we learning at Blue Bell Woods?
Festival Fun!
What a busy month! We have been learning about the different observances and festivals that take
place in November…

Bonfire Night
We made firework pictures, junk modelling
rockets and sparklers!

Remembrance Day
We looked at pictures of poppies and made
our own representations.

Diwali Celebrations
We used clay to make diva lamps and explored coloured salt and
rice to design Rangoli patterns.
Family Partnership
Thank you to the families who joined us to celebrate the Festival of
Lights- we enjoyed homemade samosas and spring rolls (thank you
Nina!), and we shared the Diwali sweets that the children made in
Cookery Club!

Links to the EYFS:Physical Development: 16-26 months: Makes connections between their movement and the marks
they make, 22-36 months: Shows control in holding and using jugs to pour, hammers,
books and mark-making tools, 40-60 months: Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials
Understanding the world: 40-60 months: Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines.
Expressive Arts and Design: 30-50 months: Explores colour and how colours can be changed.
Explores what happens when they mix colours. Beginning to be interested in and describe the texture
of things.
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Making a Positive Contribution
At Blue Bell Woods, we believe that teaching children about charity work and helping others can be
rewarding for both them and their families. Learning about giving and supporting others gives
children a sense of empowerment in an uncertain world where unexpected and frightening events
can happen.
Harvest Festival Celebrations
We were delighted to welcome some residents from a local nursing home to the nursery. The
children sang songs and handed over the harvest gifts kindly donated by families and staff.

Children In Need
A big thank you for your contributions to our recent Children In Need fundraising event. The
children (and staff!) dressed in their pyjamas for the day, and in Cookery Club we baked Pudsey
bear biscuits. We raised a fantastic £95.00!

Fundraising for Messef! At Blue Bell Woods, we support the charity Friends of Messef, who aim to
ensure the children of MESSEF orphanage in Haiti receive the basic necessities of life, plus as many
extra blessings as possible. Please visit www.friendsofmessef.webs.com
Easyfundraising.org.uk is a great way to raise money for Friends of Messef just by
shopping online. You don’t pay anything extra when you buy goods online, yet a
percentage of the purchase price goes directly to our charity. So far, over £280 has
been raised for Messef just by supporters simply clicking on
www.easyfundraising.org before visiting their usual online retailer. Happy
shopping!
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Key Term Dates:
Over 2s Christmas PartyMonday 14th and
Wednesday 16th December at
11.15am (invitations will be
sent out where applicable)
Festive Family Sing-a-longs!
Mon 21st, Tues 22nd, Wed
23rd December, 4pm-4.45pm
Last Day of Term (funded
sessions): Friday 18th
December
Friday 18th DecemberChristmas Jumper Day!
Nursery Closes: Thursday
24th December at 4.30pm
(we are then closed over the
Christmas period).
Nursery Re-Opens: Monday
4th January 2016 at 7.45am

Happy Birthday!
The following children are celebrating birthdays in November…

Charlie (1)

Aman (2)

Connor (3)

George (3)

Seraeya (4)

Open Evening: Thank you to the families that attended our recent
Open Evening. We hope you found the event informative and
enjoyable. Partnership working with families continues to help us to
enhance the learning and development of your children. As always,
please do keep us informed about your child’s interests and
achievements at home. Your child’s Key Person is always available
to talk to you about any issues or concerns.
Winter Weather! Please ensure you provide your child with a warm
coat, hat and gloves, and a pair of wellies to keep at nursery if
possible.
PLEASE CLEARLY NAME ALL OF YOUR CHILD’S BELONGINGS.
We love to go exploring the local park, woods and of course our
garden, whatever the weather! We will provide children with
waterproof over-trousers. Thank you.

Staff News:
Anita Love ~ Nursery Nurse
Qualifications: NVQ Level 3 in Children’s Care, Learning and Development,
Paediatric First Aid, Child Protection

We are delighted to welcome Anita to the team to work with our Over 2s.
Anita has been working as an Early Years Practitioner for over 10 years including
in a Pre-School, Children's Centre and a Private Day Nursery.

Blue Bell Woods
Dates for Your Diary
Over 2s Christmas Party
Monday 14th and Wednesday 16th December
11.15am ~ 12.30am
We will be celebrating Christmas with party games and a
festive party lunch. If your child does not attend nursery
on a Monday or Wednesday morning, we will send an
invitation inviting them to attend for the duration of the
party. (You are not required to stay with your child).
Festive Family Sing-a-longs!
Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday 23rd December
4pm-4.45pm
Families are invited to join us for an informal sing-a-long
and refreshments. For health and safety reasons, we need
to limit attendance to two adults per family. We will put
up grids shortly so you can choose which day you would
like to attend.
Alternatively, email the nursery to tell us on which day
you would like to join the fun!
Places are limited, so please let us know as soon as
possible to avoid disappointment.
Christmas Jumper Day!
Friday 18th December
Children are invited to wear a Christmas jumper or outfit
and to make a voluntary contribution to our nursery
charity, Friends of Messef.
www.friendsofmessef.webs.com

